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 Information about the practical test  
   
 
 
 
The practical skills and motivation for studying at the VMI are determined on the basis of videos to be submitted. Only applications for the Music 
Business, Composition and Composition Pedagogy degree programmes require additional PDFs in addition to a motivation video. The targeted 
preparation of these application documents is described in more detail below. 
 
Creation of videos 
The videos required for an application can be created professionally or with a conventional mobile phone camera. They should have an appropriate 
image and sound quality and clearly recognise the applicant.  
 
Motivational video: This video is required for all degree programmes. It should explain your previous involvement with the relevant subject area 
as well as your motivation for the intended degree programme. Duration of the videos: approx. 2-4 minutes 
 
Music videos (Vocal/Instrumental): The videos for the application for vocal or instrumental studies should contain two different pieces. They 
can be recorded using playbacks, instrumental accompaniment or with a band, just as videos of live performances can be submitted. 
Instrumentalists should also appear improvising. Duration of the videos: approx. 3-5 minutes  
 
Music videos (Songwriting): The videos for an application to the songwriting programme should contain two independently composed and self-
performed songs. They should be recorded with your own instrumental accompaniment (guitar or piano), and videos of live performances can also 
be submitted. Duration of the videos: approx. 3-5 minutes 
 
Music videos (Composition/Composition Pedagogy): The videos for an application to the Composition or Composition Pedagogy degree 
programme should contain two independently written compositions. The compositions can either be played on the piano or performed by a larger 
ensemble, whereby the applicants should be recognisable in the videos either playing music or conducting, and videos of live concerts can also be 
submitted. In addition, the respective notations or scores must be submitted as PDF files. Duration of the videos: approx. 5-10 minutes 
 
Music videos (Music Production/Electronic Music/Media Composition): The videos for an application to the degree programmes Music 
Production, Electronic Music & Sound Design or Media Composition should show the individual tracks of the music productions created with a DAW. 
Applicants should be recognisable in a small window on the screen and explain the creative process of creating their music productions using a 
video-and-voice-over function. It is not necessary to submit finished productions, as productions in the making can also be submitted. Duration of 
the videos: approx. 5-10 minutes 
 
Presentations (Music Business): In addition to a motivational video, two presentations in PDF format must be submitted to apply for the Music 
Business degree programme. These should include a so-called ‘Elevator Pitch’ on the topic ‘Why I am perfect for a Music Business degree 
programme at VMI’ and a ‘Case Study’ on the topic ‘My ideas or advertising strategies for the collaboration of a British hip-hop duo with a 
German-language singer-songwriter’. Length of the PDFs: 1-3 pages 
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Transmission of videos and PDFs 
Data and videos can be easily submitted after registering for the entrance exam. After registration, a VMI account is automatically created for 
applicants, which can be used for all correspondence and to upload the required data. The transmission of data and documents can be carried out 
just as easily as the transmission of videos, for which only the links to the respective YouTube videos have to be inserted into an online mask. 
 
Creating your own YouTube channel 
If you don't have your own YouTube channel yet, you can set one up for free at any time. Creating your own YouTube channel is practically 
essential for music creators these days and can be easily done in the following four steps: 
 

1. Log in to YouTube on a computer or via the mobile website. 
2. Perform an action that requires a channel (e.g. upload a video, post a comment or create a playlist). 
3. If you do not yet have a channel, you will now be prompted to create one. 
4. Check whether the details (e.g. the name of your Google account) are correct and confirm the creation of a new channel. 

 
Uploading videos 
Uploading videos is also very easy once you have created your own YouTube channel. It is possible to share the application videos only with the 
VMI (or with other people to whom you send the relevant video links), unless you want them to be accessible to the public (which would only be 
possible by selecting ‘Option 1’). In order for the VMI to be able to access and review the submitted videos, it is therefore necessary that at least 
‘Option 2’ is selected when uploading the videos to YouTube: 
 
Option 1 ‘Public’: All users with a YouTube account can view your uploaded videos. 
Option 2 ‘Unlisted’: Only users who have the link of your videos can view your uploaded videos. 
Option 3 ‘Private’: Only users of whom you enter more details can view your uploaded videos. 
 
There is a lot more information and tutorials on creating your own YouTube channel on the internet, but these are not actually needed due to the 
description above. However, should you encounter any problems with creating your own YouTube channel or uploading videos, the VMI team will 
be happy to help.  
 
Completing the entrance exam 
After registration, applicants receive support and guidance via their VMI account until the entrance exam is completed. All requirements, 
correspondence and results can be viewed online by applicants at any time. After passing the entrance exam and fulfilling all requirements for 
studying at the VMI, a study place can be awarded to the applicant in question.  
 
We hope that this information has been helpful and wish you every success with the entrance examination at the VMI!  
 
The VMI team 
 


